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OVERVIEW	OF	THE	HANDBOOK:	RESIDENT	GUIDE	FOR	
RIGHTS	AND	RESPONSIBILITIES	
 
University life is more than academics. It’s about having new experiences; it’s about discovering new 
educational and social opportunities, and it’s about stepping out on your own as an adult. It’s as much 
about the way you live as the classes you take. Living on campus will help you make the most of your 
Mines experience. As a part of the Division of Student Life, the Department of Residence Life plays an 
integral role in our students’ education and development. We support the Colorado School of Mines 
mission by providing services, policies, and programs that enhance academic and social experiences 
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members of society to address the needs of the world’s growing population. As an institution that is 
devoted to engineering and applied sciences, we call upon our communities to cultivate a passion for 
social justice and diversity and to develop the skill and knowledge set needed to take action for 
change within our global society. 
 

• We will encourage the expression of different voices, perspectives, and ideas. 
• We will challenge our own beliefs, opinions, and viewpoints. 
• We will advocate for an accessible, safe, and respectful environment to enhance the living, 

learning, and working community at Colorado School of Mines. 
• We will acknowledge and respect the multiple identities represented in each individual. 
• We will show our commitment by our voice and our conduct. 

 
 
Terms Used 

 
Apartments
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RESIDENCE	LIFE	CONDUCT	PROCESS	
Residence Life Conduct Mission 
The Residence Life conduct process is intended to be an educational and restorative experience 
fostering student growth and development through intentional conversation and reflection. Students 
will work to understand the impact of their actions, and when possible, reduce or repair harm through 
educational outcomes. Staff will treat students with care and respect through equitable procedures, 
while balancing Residence Life and University missions. 

Resident Rights and Responsibilities 
All residents have the right to:  
• Feel safe and secure 
• Be their authentic selves  
• 
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a. Students 
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• Restitution – Compensation for loss, damage, or injury. This may take the form of appropriate 
service and/or monetary or material replacement. 

• Residential Community Relocation – Relocation of the student from a specific space in a 
residential community or from the residential community in general. 

• Residential Community Suspension – Separation of the student from the residential 
communities for a definite period of time, after which the student is eligible to return. 
Conditions for readmission may be specified. 

• Residential Community Expulsion – Permanent separation of the student from residential 
communities. 

Appeal Process 
c. You have the right to appeal the Case Resolution Manager’s decision based on the criteria 

outlined in the Student Code of Conduct.   
 
Instructions on how to appeal are provided in the Outcome Letter a student receives from the Case 
Resolution Manager. In a written appeal must directly address your justification for appeal using the 
criteria in the Student Code of Conduct referenced above. 
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COMMUNITY	STANDARDS	AND	POLICIES	
Introduction to Community Standards and Policies 
Residence Life Community Standards and Policies describe the behavior expectations for all 
community members and visitors to Mines housing areas (e.g., residence halls, apartments, and 
University owned Greek houses). The intent of these expectations is to support the mission of 
Residence Life to create a community that supports the unique needs of Mines students, and all 
members feel valued, welcome, and safe.  

A1.0 Alcohol 
The Department of Residence Life takes seriously the illegal use and abuse of alcohol. This includes 
alcohol use 
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B1.0 Behavior Expectations 
Students are expected to exhibit behavior within the community that supports the health and wellness 
of all community members. Behavior or any activity that disrupts, endangers, or interferes with the 
educational environment of the residence hall community detracts from that mission. Residence Life 
staff have discretion to determine what constitutes inappropriate behavior. 
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C4.1 Residence halls: Students must maintain a minimum enrollment of 12 credit hours. 
 
C4.2 Apartments: Students must maintain a minimum enrollment of 9 credit hours for 
undergraduate students or 4 credit hours for graduate students.  

C5.0 Common Areas 
Residents will have access to all common lounges, lobbies, kitchens, and study spaces in their 
assigned residence hall or apartments unless otherwise posted.  
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room or unit residents. The Department of Residence Life holds final discretion whether 
decorations are disruptive and comply with this policy. 
 
D1.8 Common area decorations (e.g., decorations posted beyond student doors in hallways, 
lobbies, and lounges) require permission from Residence Life staff as a component of an 
organized program. At the conclusion of the program, all hallway decorations must be 
removed within 24 hours.    

D2.0 Drugs 
As stated in the Student Code of Conduct, the unauthorized sale, use, manufacture, distribution, or 
possession of any controlled substance, federally illegal drugs (including marijuana and psychedelics 
even if legal to possess in the state of Colorado), or drug paraphernalia of any nature is expressly 
prohibited in the buildings or grounds of Colorado School of Mines.  
 
Pursuant to the Colorado School of Mines Illegal Drugs Policy, the use and storage of medical 
marijuana is prohibited on campus regardless of whether the user possesses a Medical Marijuana 
Registry identification. 
 

E1.0 Electric Scooters and “Hoverboards” 
Due to the fire hazard posed by large lithium batteries, the use, possession, or storage of 
Hoverboards, Segways, IO Hawks, Skywalkers, ebikes, Onewheels, and similar devices, are 
prohibited. 

E2.0 Electrical Appliances- Residence Halls 
Residents are responsible for ensuring that appliances stored and used in their spaces function 
properly and meet fire safety standards outlined in this policy. Residence Life has discretion to 
evaluate whether the use or storage of an appliance is safe and permitted in the community.  
 

E2.1 Small electrical appliances that are Underwriters Laboratories (UL)-approved are 
permitted in the residence halls. Examples include radios, stereos, clocks, desk lamps, TVs, 
gaming systems, personal grooming items (e.g., curling irons 
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ASSUMPTION OF RISK, AND INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT in its entirety (Appendix A). 
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K1.0 Keys and Locks 
Supporting the security of the housing community is the responsibility of all residents through proper 
use and possession of all issued keys and BlasterCards.  
 

K1.1 As stated in the Student Code of Conduct Unauthorized Use/Misuse policy, Mines keys 
and electronic access devices (e.g., BlasterCards) are non-transferable and cannot be loaned 
or duplicated in any way.  
 
K1.2 Keys are issued when you check in at the beginning of the contract and must be returned 
at 
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R2.0 Room Condition 
Upon move-out, residents are responsible for any damage(s) that they do not report within the first 
three days (unless otherwise stated) of occupying their assignment and that occur during their 
occupancy of the space.  
 

R2.1 All Mines-provided furniture and furnishings must remain within their designated space. 
You may disassemble your bed, but it must stay in your room during the year and be properly 
reassembled upon checkout. All furniture must be intact and in its original location upon move-
out. 
 
R2.2 Constructing homemade or store-bought lofts is not permitted in any residential 
community. 
 
R2.3 Closet doors are not to be removed.  
 
R2.4 Any damages to a student's room or furnishings will be assessed and charged to the 
student and/or community. Students who fail to checkout of the residence halls or apartments 
are equally responsible for damage to their room and will be assessed an improper checkout 
fee. 

R3.0 Room Entry 
Mines respects the right of the student to the privacy of their room. However, for reasons of safety, 
health, general welfare, or official business, including reasonable suspicion of a violation of Mines 
policy, Mines reserves the right to enter a student room and may do so without prior notification or 
without the student’s presence if necessary. 

S1.0 Security 
Residents are responsible for their living environment. This includes monitoring who is following them 
into a residential area. Each resident entering or leaving a building should ensure that entrances are 
secured and locked to prevent unauthorized entry. Unauthorized entry includes holding a door for 
someone who does not live in your residential community. Any resident who allows non-residents to 
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S4.0 Smoking and Vaping 
All campus and State buildings, including any residential communities, are designated as non-
smoking and non-vaping within the interior of the building. Smoking and vaping are only permitted in 
designated spaces as outlined in the Smoking and Vaping Policy (https://www.mines.edu/policy-
library/university
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APPENDIX A: WAIVER OF LIABILITY, ASSUMPTION OF RISK AND INDEMNIFICATION 
AGREEMENT FOR USE OF COLORADO SCHOOL OF MINES STUDENT RECREATION 

CENTERS  
 
1. Residents who wish to access and use the workout facility in the 1750 Jackson Residential 
Community or the Traditional Hall (hereinafter “Facility”) facilities, activities, and programs agree to 
and understand the provisions below.  
 
2. In consideration of being permitted to access and use the Facility, residents, for themselves and on 
behalf of their heirs, personal representatives and assigns, do hereby RELEASE, WAIVE, 
DISCHARGE, AND COVENANT NOT TO SUE the Colorado School of Mines, and its Board of 
Trustees, officers, employees, agents, and representatives, from any and all liability for any and all 
damages, losses or injuries to persons or property, which arise out of, occur during or result from use 
of the Facility.  
 
3. To the best of their knowledge, residents are expected to be aware of any physical disability or 
health-related reasons or problems that would preclude or restrict use of the Facility. Residents who 
use the facility are fully aware of the risks and hazards associated with participating in recreation and 
exercise activities, and understand that certain, inherent risks cannot be eliminated regardless of the 
care taken to avoid injuries. Residents who use the facility understand that specific risks vary 
depending on the level and nature of the activity, and can range from minor personal injuries such as 
scratches, bruises, and sprains, to major injuries such as eye injuries, back or joint injuries, and 
injuries resulting from falls, or catastrophic injuries resulting in paralysis or death. Residents who use 
the facility understand that use of the Facility is purely voluntary, and notwithstanding the risk of injury 
to my person or property, Residents who




